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leaves three or five handfuls of threshed rice on the threshing-
floor. This paddy is called by the Oraon the' Burhi Khes '
or ' Old (Mother) Rice.1 It is said that this Corn-Mother
keeps guard over the threshing-floor until the following
harvest. This Corn-Mother is usually covered over with
straw, probably to protect her from the evil eye or from evil
spirits. Similarly to keep guard over his jack-fruit tree until
the next fruiting season, the Oraon leaves on the tree the last
jack-fruit of the season as Mankharpage or Tree Guard." 1
Again, " the corn-baby is a general institution in India,
and excepting Mohammedan farmers I suppose every farmer
in this land would not dare to winnow without having first
installed the corn-baby. I should have excepted the Christian
farmers along with the Mohammedans. I understand on
inquiry that the baby is made from the last corn reaped. It
is tied to a bamboo pole and erected in the heap of corn ready
for winnowing. The grain has been trodden out of the husk
by the cattle and the mass heaped up in the threshing-floor.
And on a favourable day when the wind is blowing strongly
the mass is poured out before the wind, the chaff carried to
a distance, and the clear grain falls at the winnowers' feet." 2
Among the Palaungs of Burma, " while the paddy is
growing, no offerings are made to the spirits ; but when the
harvest is cut, a small quantity of grain is left standing till
all the rest of the paddy is gathered in to be thrashed. This
last sheaf is cut by the oldest man living in the house of the
owner of the paddy-field, and from it a figure is made to
represent a man. The inside of the figure is made of bananas,
tea leaves, and flowers ; then water is sprinkled upon it. The
outside of the figure is made of paddy-stalks, the ears being
turned inwards ; it is then bound round with a wild creeper,
or with strips of bamboo, in such a way as to represent head,
body, arms, and legs. It is set up on the threshing-floor and
the harvesters kneeling before it return thanks for the harvest.
They then carry it to the house, and place it beside the images
of the Buddha in the shrine on the verandah, or put it under
the house. At the next harvest-time, if the figure is still in
1 S. C. Roy, The Oraons, pp. 441 sq,      India, March 8,1921, addressed to my
1 T. Kilbey, in a letter dated Mission     friend Dr. Rendel Harris, who kindly
House, Sahagpur, Central Provinces,     sent the letter to me.